





Cleveland Green Building 
Coalition
•Founded in 1999 by Sadhu Johnston
•Blossomed from Oberlin College Environmental 
Studies program
•Partnered with EcoCity Cleveland
•Became an Affiliate of USGBC in 2002






















•Green Bag Lunch Series
























•City of Cleveland – Sustainability Czar
•City of Shaker Heights green infill homes
•Green Schools (with Cleveland Municipal School 
District and Ohio School Facilities Commission)
•Ongoing partnership with the Cleveland EcoVillage 
(Energy Retrofit Study, W. 65th Street Rapid Station, 
Zone Rec Center)







What is Green Building?
Design and construction practices that significantly 
reduce or eliminate the negative impact of 
buildings on the environment and enhance 
occupant experience by addressing:
• Sustainable site planning
• Safeguarding water and water efficiency
• Energy efficiency
• Conservation of materials and resources








LEED stands for Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design.  The LEED rating system is 
a method for providing standardization and 
independent oversight to claims of environmental 
performance and efficiency for commercial 
buildings.  
LEED is a project of the U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC), whose stated vision is “Green buildings and 
communities for a healthy and prosperous planet.”







How is LEED® used?
•A system with 69 possible points in six categories
•26 points = LEED® Certification
•33 points = LEED® Silver Certification
•39 points = LEED® Gold Certification
•52 points = LEED® Platinum Certification
•LEED® Checklist
•A guideline for designers
•A uniform measurement of sustainability








• Sustainable Sites 
• Water Efficiency
• Energy and Atmosphere
• Materials and Resources
• Indoor Environmental Quality

















Registration:  $750 to $3750
Certification:  $1500 to $7500
Also:
Cost of some prerequisites (e.g. commissioning)
















Trust built in 


























• Less than .25 miles from RTA stop
• Located at connection point of four major bus routes
• Fleet of bicycles maintained at building
• Showers and lockers for those using alternate transportation 







Geothermal Heating and Cooling
• 30 on-site wells


















• Restoration of first floor windows with double-paned glass
• Replacement of upper floor windows with aluminum-clad, 
















• Use of native plants including:
• prarie dropseed
• prickly pear cactus










• New shaft through building for          





























• Glass partitions, low partitions
• Ample daylight in building (originally designed for such)









• Diversion of construction waste from landfill through recycling
• Recycling of over 80% of materials







The National Sustainability 
Movement
Federal Use of LEED
•General Services Administration













The National Sustainability 
Movement
















Versions of LEED Rating System
•LEED-NC (New Construction)
•LEED-EB (Existing Building Operations) Pilot Phase
•LEED-CI (Commercial Interiors) Pilot Phase
•LEED-CS (Core and Shell) Initial Phase
•LEED Residential – Initial Phase







The Green Building 
Movement is Growing…
www.clevelandgbc.org
216-961-8850
The Cleveland
Green Building
Coalition
Cleveland
Environmental 
Center
